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CIRGULAR ORDER %o __L/ﬁ

In crininal appeal No.14d-145 of 2004 Jacob HMathew
versus  Sloke of Punjab & Obhars, the Mon’ble Supreme Court
while delivering the judgnent on Aug. 05, 2005 laid down

followlog duidelines which should govern the pro%ecutiON Of
doctors  For offences of which criminal rashneas o criminall
neglivence s an ingredlent . ‘
kO The investigating officer should, before proceeding
agalint the doctor accused of rash or negligent actl
or ommission, obtain an Indepqndent“und competent
medical opinion preferably  from a  doctor in
dovermment  service qualified in  that branch of
Medical practice who can normally b ewpected g
) ' dive an  impartial and dnblased  opinion uwnlyiHJ
Bolam's test  to the facts collected in ““4
lnvestigation. (Bolans  tLest 1w sumnarised at

Annexuire - A,

|

2. A doctor accused of raghness or neglioence, may not
be arrested in a reutine manner ( simply bLecauue h
charde has been levelled against hlim)y.

B Unless his arrest is hecessary for furthering the

Tivestigation o Tor collectdg evidence o uinleas
the investigation officer Teals satist led that Lhe
doctor  proceeded agalnel would not  meke himaeif
avallable to Tace the prosecution unless arrested, '

the arrest may Le withheld.

These Instructlions shall be meticulously cqmpxiedf

with while Investigsting cases of medical negligence.
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Coby of the above 1s Torwarded to the Tollowing fori
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eticulously campliance;v
j 9 ALl distt. 88Ps in Punjab.
2; AIQ/GRP, Pupjalb, Patiala.

é%/lpr Addl.Director” Ghneral of Police,
Crime, Punjab.



